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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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FINAL REJECTION 

1 . Claims 1-6 are presented for examination. Claims 5-6 are newly added claims. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The current title is imprecise. 

3. The text of those applicable section of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in the prior Office Action. 

4. The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 
As provided in 37 CFR 1 .77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC (See 37 CFR 1.52(e)(5) and MPEP 608.05. Computer 
program listings (37 CFR 1.96(c)), "Sequence Listings" (37 CFR 1.821(c)), 
and tables having more than 50 pages of text are permitted to be 
submitted on compact discs.) or 
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REFERENCE TO A "MICROFICHE APPENDIX" (See MPEP § 608.05(a). 
"Microfiche Appendices" were accepted by the Office until March 1 , 2001 .) 

(e) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(g) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(h) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(i) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

G) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. A 
"Sequence Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a 
nucleotide or amino acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1.821(a) and if 
the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an electronic 
document on compact disc). 

Claim Objections 

5. Applicant is advised that should claim 4 be found allowable, claim 5 will be 
objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof. When two 
claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing 
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one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. 
See MPEP § 706.03(k). 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 112 
6. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

a). The following term lacks proper antecedent basic: 

claim 1, line 6, "the data carrier"; lines 10-11, "the supply of energy"; 
claim 6, lines 2-3, "the data carrier" both occurrence. 



7. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Connell 
et al. (Connell), US patent no. 5,998,978. 

As per claim 1, Connell discloses a mobile data carrier [figs. 3, 4] comprising: 

A data-processing circuit [112, fig. 3]; and 

A supply unit to apply electric energy to power supply terminals [106, 108, fig. 2] 
for operating the data-processing circuit from an external energy source [col. 5, lines 17- 
18] and controlling voltage and current at external access points of the mobile data 
carrier [col. 4, lines 1-40], wherein the supply unit including: 

a voltage-limiting control circuit [308, fig. 3] arranged in parallel to the power 
supply terminals of the data-processing circuit [col. 3, lines 16-19], and 



Application/Control Number: 09/623,643 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2115 

a current control device [304, figs. 3, 4] which, with respect to the supply of 
electric energy to the data-processing circuit, is arranged in series with the parallel 
arrangement of the voltage-limiting control circuit and the data-processing circuit [col. 4, 
lines 8-1 2; col. 6, lines 8-12]. 

As per claim 2, Connell discloses that the current control device is adapted to 
supply an at least substantially load-independent supply current [col. 4, lines 38-53, the 
decoupling device is substantially independent of the voltage fluctuations that occur due 
to the activity of the signal processor 112], and in that the voltage-limiting control circuit 
is adapted to take up an excess current which, with respect to the power supply current, 
is complementary to a power supply current taken up by the data-processing circuit at 
the power supply terminals [col. 3, lines 36-40; col. 4, lines 55-66]. 

As per claim 3, Connell discloses that the supply current supplied by the current 
control device is at least substantially controlled in dependence upon only one voltage 
supplied by the external energy source [fig. 4; col. 4, lines 23-40; the decoupling device 
is controlled by Vdd]. 

As to claims 4 and 5, Connell discloses that the data-processing circuit is 
implemented with asynchronously operating logic elements whose signal-processing 
rate is dependent on a power supply voltage applied to the power supply terminals of 
the data-processing circuit [col. 3, lines 22-25]. 

As per claim 6, Connell discloses that the voltage and current at external access 
points of the mobile data carrier are constant during operation of the data mobile carrier 
[col. 3, lines 36-44; col. 4, lines 41-51]. 
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8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chun Cao at (703) 308-6106. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. If attempts to reach 
the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor Thomas Lee can 
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be reached at (703) 305-9717. The fax number for this Art Unit is following: Official 
(703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-5631 . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chun Cao 
June 21 ,2004 
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